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LESSON 1 SMOLENSK
| EARLY HISTORY

® Lok at the pictures. Work in pairs. Answer the questions and tell
each other about your experience.

* What do these towns have in common?

« Why do you think people travel to such towns?
« Have you ever been to any of them?

« What were your impressions of these places?

« DId you visit any landmarks there?

* What did you learn from these trips?

USEFUL PHRASES

« 1 think/I believe/in my opinion/to my mind, people travel ..
« Last year/this summer | went to ..

« | found the trip really exciting/amazing/ informative/ inspirational ... because .
« What Impressed me the most was ... . | learned/found out that ... .

SMOLENSK: HERO CITY

@  Look at the pictures. They depict Smolensk in the most difficult pel
ods of its history. Work in pairs. Answer the questions.
* What historical events are shown in the pictures?
* What do the pictures have in common?

USEFUL PHRASES:

The Battle of cupied Smoler p V's army

The War of 1812 against the French invasion of Russia is called The
Patriotic War. World War Il is known as The Great Patriotic War in
Russia. Read the definition of the word patriot and answer the ques-
tions.

A patriot is a person who loves his country and, if necessary, will fight for it.
* Why are these wars called Patriotic?

* What qualities do you think a person should have to defend their
country?

@ Read the text and check your answers.

e Read the text.

WORDS TO HELP WITH READING

resistance [nzistans] — conpoTHaneHme

to prevent the breakthrough [privent
‘bretkOniz] — NPEAOTBPATUTE NPOPLIB

%0 advance towards [advans t3wadz] — -
GUAXATLC K...

blitzkrieg [blitskrig] — GAMUXPH (MONHUEHOC-
Han BOMHa)

defensive [difensr] — 3auwmHLIi

1o preserve [prizsiv] — COXpaHTL

o retreat [n'rit] — oTCTynaTe

Il [ 41l RUO R

t some point of its history, Smolensk
zs was burnt and ruined, but its people
ever stepped back and never let the
invaders win. The year of 1812 brought fame
to the history of Smolensk. After Napoleon's
invasion the 1st and 2nd Russian armies
united not far from Smolensk and, as a result,
French advanding troops met with serious
resistance there. The Russian soldiers fought
with great courage because they under-
stood that they couldn't retreat. At the same
time, the French began to feel less confi-
dent of thelr victory. On 4th and 5th August
1812, the French lost about 20,000 soldiers
and officers. Two Russian armies Joined up
under the command of Barclay de Tolly and
Bagration. This fact ruined Napoleon's plan
to beat them one by one, which resulted in
Russian victory at the Battle of Borodino.

In June 1941, Smolensk once again stood
in the path of the enemy, this time it was the
Nazi armies advancing towards Moscow. In
order to_prevent the breakthrough of the
German fasdist troops to Moscow, the Battle of
Smolensk began on 10th July and lasted until
10th September 1941. The bitzkrieg plan failed
and forced the Nazis to Use defensive tactics
for the first time In World War I. Even though
Smolensk was occupled, s citizens contrib-
uted a lot to the victory of our Motherland.

On 25th September 1943, Smolensk was
finally liberated. The war had caused innu-
merable tragedies. The town lay in ruins.
Fewer than 13,000 survived out of 157,000
inhabitants of the pre-war Smolensk. It took
years to restore the city and the economy.

On 3rd December 1966, Smolensk
received the Order of the Patrictic War 1st
Class for the incredible bravery and patriot-
ism shown by its defenders in the fight
against the Nazis. On 6th May 1985, it was
awarded the title of Hero City.

In spite of many hardships, Smolensk
has preserved its unique skyline and char-
acter. It Is one of the most beautiful cities
in Russia with a lot of landmarks like the
fortress wall, the Avraamiev Transfiguration
Monastery and the monument to Fyoder
Kon. Other places that remind us about the
faith and courageous spirit of Smolensk
«itizens are the churches of Saint Peter and
Paul, the Svirsky Church, and the Assump-
tion Cathedral of the Blessed Mary.

Smolensk Region Is the birthplace of the
composer Mikhall Glinka, the poet Aleksandr
Tvardovsky, the writer Isaac Asimov and
the cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin. The ancient
churches, the fortress towers, the majestic
monuments are all landmarks of its heroic
past dlosely linked with the history of Russia.

@  What have you learnt about the Smolensk Region?

1 Why did the French begin to lose confidence in their victory?

2 How many soldiers and officers did the French lose during the two
days of 4th and 5th August 18127

3 What was Napoleon’s plan? Why did it fail?

DCHOBAHO B 1920
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